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GREEK GUITAR MUSIC
Kyriakos Tzortzinakis (1950-1989): Four Greek Images (1975) 5:40

1 1. Sea Song 1:56
2 2. Field Song 1:03
3 3. Mountain Song 1:15
4 4. Village Song 1:26

Dimitris Fampas (1921-1996):
5 Vals (1960) 2:51
6 Three Greek Dances: Sousta (1958) 4:27

Mikis Theodorakis (b. 1925):
7 Mother and Virgin (from Politeia) (tr. Dimitris Fampas) (1960) 2:03
8 A Day in May (from Epitafios) (tr. Yiannis Iliopoulos) (1958) 2:19
9 You were good (from Epitafios) (tr. Yiannis Iliopoulos) (1958) 3:14

Kostas Hadjopoulos (b. 1955): Three Greek Sketches (1977) 4:20
0 Palaiogenes 1:55
! Insistence on a colour 1:12
@ Motion 1:13

George Mavroedes (b. 1967):
# The Journey (2001) 5:14
$ Seascape No. 2: Wreck in the living-room

(Dedicated to the memory of Dimitris Fampas) (2001) 2:45

Nickos Harizanos (b. 1969):
% Polychordon, Op. 86

(Dedicated to the memory of Dimitris Fampas) (2008) 2:38
Two Ballads and Dance, Op. 112 (2012) 5:39

^ Ballad No. 1 2:37
& Ballad No. 2 and Dance (to Eva Fampas) 3:01

* Minas Bogris (b. 1970): Waltz (2005) 4:24

Dimitris Fampas: Greek Suite (1968) 16:43
( 1. The Country of Centaurs 3:52
) 2. Tsamikos Dance 4:13
¡ 3. Ravines 4:08
™ 4. Syrtaki Dance 4:30

£ Nikos Athanassakis (b. 1972): 
Taygetus Mountain (to Eva Fampas) (2013) 1:49

In the 1950s the art of the guitar in Greece was in its
heyday – clearly under the influence of Andrés Segovia’s
brilliant career. The Greek School of the Guitar was
founded at that time and its fame was not limited to Greek
audiences. The leading figures of that artistic movement,
according to age, were: Charalambos Ekmetsoglou (1913-
1990), Gerassimos Miliaressis (1918-2005) and Dimitris
Fampas (1921-1996). Each of them created his own
school, the disciples of which imparted in turn their art to
other students. Owing to the popularity of the guitar in
Greece at that time, a plethora of guitarists emerged, many
of whom currently pursue a successful international career.
Meanwhile, a growing need for new guitar repertoire that
would express local colour was clear. The well-established
composers were less than indifferent to it. A new
generation of guitarist-composers, however, eagerly rose
to the challenge, which has produced brilliant musical
results. The pieces comprising this collection come from
this pool of modern Greek creation. Most of them have
distinctive Greek features; all of them are original, apart
from those composed by Mikis Theodorakis, who is the
only one of the composers here who is not a guitarist. 

Kyriakos Tzortzinakis (1950-1989). The untimely death
of Kyriakos Tzortzinakis did not allow him to reach his full
potential. He started studying the guitar at the age of 17
and composing at 25. With a jazz and rock background
and academic studies in journalism and architecture, his
was a creative and unconventional mind that focused
mainly on the guitar. Without falling into any specific
stylistic category, his works are obviously affected by the
musical trends of the twentieth century. In the Four Greek
Images (1975) impressionistic moods and a vivid
descriptive style are discernible. 

Dimitris Fampas (1921-1996). Dimitris Fampas was born
on Pilion, one of the most beautiful Greek mountains.
After having sailed the seas, he decided to turn to music
and especially to the guitar. Andrés Segovia was one of

his teachers. He taught for 35 years at the National
Conservatory of Athens, where he founded an extremely
productive school and became a leading figure of the
guitar in Greece. He gave hundreds of recitals in Greece,
Europe and North America, made recordings, enriched
the guitar repertoire, and worked with great Greek
composers such as Manos Hadjidakis (1925-1994) and
Mikis Theodorakis. His daughter, Eva Fampas, has
chosen three of his works for this recording: The Waltz,
composed in 1960, is a concert etude in ternary rhythm,
the Sousta, one of the three Greek dances composed in
1958, which together with the third piece, the four-part
Suite No. 4, the so-called Greek Suite, is typical of Greek
musical culture.

Mikis Theodorakis (b. 1925). Theodorakis is not just
Greek; he is universal. He has composed both great art
music and hundreds of fine songs, which made him famous
all around the world. A thinker and actively engaged in
politics, he changed the course of Greek song. He was the
first to set intellectual poetry to music in a purely popular
way. This began in 1958 with the sublime Epitaph, an eight-
song cycle based on the poetry of the great Yiannis Ritsos
(1909-1990). Many songs of this cycle have been
transcribed for the classical guitar and performed by
renowned guitarists such as the pioneer John Williams and
Miloš Karadaglic. Two songs from Epitaph, A Day in May
and You were good, transcribed by Yiannis Iliopoulos, are
included on this recording. The song Mother and Virgin
created by Mikis Theodorakis in 1960 for the cycle Politeia
(Republic) is heard in a transcription by Dimitris Fampas. 

Kostas Hadjopoulos (b. 1955). Kostas Hadjopoulos is better
known as a composer of songs for his band Anemos.
However, as a guitarist, he has worked with many colleagues
in concerts and recordings. He has taught the guitar and
started composing for it at an early age. In his award-winning
work Three Greek Sketches, played here, Greek
characteristics are clearly audible. It was composed in 1977.
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Eva Fampas

Greek guitarist Eva Fampas was born in Athens. The daughter of the
famous guitarist and composer Dimitris Fampas, she started playing the
guitar and giving concerts at an early age. She enjoys an international
career performing extensively in major festivals, concert halls and cultural
centres, and on radio and television in more than 25 countries in Europe,
Asia and South America. She often performs with orchestras and she
gave the premières of the For Eva guitar concerto by Yiu-Kwong Chung
(dedicated to her) with the Athens State Orchestra string ensemble, and
the Greek Suite by Dimitris Fampas with the Athens Municipality
Symphony Orchestra, and many more such works. Additionally, she is
very active as a lecturer, recording artist, and teaching guitar in master-
classes and as a music editor in collaboration with publishing houses

such as MEL BAY (USA), Bèrben (Italy), Lathkill Music (UK), Balkanota (Bulgaria), and the Greek companies Liolios,
Nikolaidis-Orpheus, Nakas and others. She plays a Ramirez guitar and uses Savarez strings. www.evafampas.gr 
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George Mavroedes (b. 1967). George Mavroedes was a
student of Dimitris Fampas. He is a multi-task artist: a
classical guitar soloist, teacher, composer of music and
songs, and a singer. Both pieces performed here were
composed in 2001. The Journey sounds like a song without
words with polyrhythmic and Latin features. According to
the composer, “it is an imaginary conversation between
Manos Hadjidakis, Astor Piazzolla and Dilermando Reis”.
Seascape No. 2: Wreck in the living-room is dedicated to
Dimitris Fampas’s memory: neoromanticism, Greek sounds
and rhythms are quite apparent. 

Nickos Harizanos (b. 1969). Nickos Harizanos studied
the guitar with, among others, Eva Fampas and
composition at Manchester University, where he was
awarded an MA in Composition. He is a prolific composer.
His works have been performed in many European
countries, the United States and Asia, and he has
received numerous prizes in international competitions.
Polychordon, Op. 86, is a contemporary work with a
tremolo intermezzo, composed in 2008 with the guitar not
set to standard tuning. It is dedicated to Dimitris Fampas’s
memory. Two Ballads and Dance, Op. 112 , was

completed at the beginning of 2012. The first Ballad is
atmospheric and gentle. The second one, which includes
the Dance, is lively and bright – in a major key – and is
dedicated to Eva Fampas. 

Minas Bogris (b. 1970). Minas Bogris is an extremely
active artist: he has already recorded his own compositions,
performs in recitals, is member of the ensemble Meli Cantus
and works in the educational field at the Technological
Institute of Piraeus. He composed the Waltz in 2005. It is
written in a modern idiom with echoes of Manuel de Falla. 

Nikos Athanassakis (b. 1972). The most recently
composed work on this recording is by Nikos
Athanassakis. He composed Taygetus on May Day 2013
and dedicated it to Eva Fampas. It is short, and makes use
of the rhythmic style of kalamatianos, a Greek traditional
dance. Athanassakis has undertaken extensive music
studies and composed chamber, theatre and film music. 

Yiorgos V. Monemvassitis

English translation: Marianna Mini



Influenced by Andrés Segovia, guitar music in Greece saw its heyday in the 1950s. Soloist Eva Fampas
is the daughter of Dimitris Fampas, a leading figure who was taught by Segovia and helped create a
globally admired school of playing which has nourished generations of musicians. This programme is
representative of the new generation of Greek guitarist-composers, with national sounds and rhythms
easily recognized in works such as Kyriakos Tzortzinakis’s vividly descriptive Four Greek Images, and
the recent Taygetus, dedicated to Eva Fampas by its composer Nikos Athanassakis.
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*WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDINGS

Eva Fampas, Guitar
A detailed track list can be found inside the booklet.

Recorded at GFS – PRO studio, Saint Dimitrios, Athens, Greece, on 12th March, 2013 (tracks 1-5, 10-12, 
14, 16, 17), on 26th April, 2013 (tracks 6, 7, 13, 15, 19, 20), and on 18th June, 2013 (tracks 8, 9, 18, 21-23)

Producer: Eva Fampas • Engineering and editing: Andreas Vaitoudis and George Flamouridis
Mixing and mastering: George Boussounis and George Ginis at Online Recording Masters

Publishers: Papagrigoriou-Nakas Music Publications (tracks 1-4, 6, 7, 10-12, 19-22); MEL BAY 
Publications, Inc. (track 5); Romanos Music Publishers L.P. (tracks 8, 9): For publication by Les Productions d’OZ in

Autumn/Winter 2014 (tracks 13, 14, 16-18, 23); Contemporary Music Research Centre, Greece (track 15)
Booklet notes: Yiorgos V. Monemvassitis • Cover photo: Annita Matzourani

1-4 Kyriakos Tzortzinakis (1950-89):
Four Greek Images (1975) 5:40
Dimitris Fampas (1921-96):

5 Vals (1960) 2:51
6 Three Greek Dances: 

Sousta (1958) 4:27
Mikis Theodorakis (b. 1925):

7 Mother and Virgin 
(tr. Dimitris Fampas) (1960) 2:03

8 A Day in May
(tr. Yiannis Iliopoulos) (1958) 2:19

9 You were good
(tr. Yiannis Iliopoulos) (1958) 3:14

0-@ Kostas Hadjopoulos (b. 1955): 
Three Greek Sketches (1977)* 4:20

George Mavroedes (b. 1967):
# The Journey (2001)* 5:14
$ Seascape No. 2: Wreck in 

the living-room (2001)* 2:45
Nickos Harizanos (b. 1969):

% Polychordon, Op. 86 (2008)* 2:38
^-& Two Ballads and Dance, 

Op. 112 (2012)* 5:39
* Minas Bogris (b. 1970): 

Waltz (2005) 4:24
(-™ Dimitris Fampas: 

Greek Suite (1968) 16:43
£ Nikos Athanassakis (b. 1972): 

Taygetus Mountain (2013)* 1:49


