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A Pandemic Project
There was no way that Katharina and I could have foreseen that our last
concert of 2020 would be on March 5th in Singapore (she was guest
concertmaster with the Singapore Symphony Orchestra and I conducted).
Upon our return to New York, the reality of the pandemic set in and all our
future concerts were cancelled. One day a few weeks later, Katharina
suggested we should learn and play through violin sonatas. This happily
filled some time and provided a much-needed outlet for our musical
expression and soon, we started on repertoire for viola and piano.
After the requisite Brahms and Schumann, my old friend the cellist Mats
Lidström suggested we broaden our horizons and research Robert Fuchs
and Egon Kornauth. We started reading through the nearly forgotten
pieces recorded here, were immediately struck by how lovely and
unjustly neglected they were, and not long afterwards we braved a
trip to London. After serving the mandatory 14-day quarantine, we
arrived at Henry Wood Hall to record this album and thus the Litton Duo
was born. (This turned out to be the first of two births we experienced
in 2020: our daughter Anastasia was born two months later.) The final
piece on this disc was a wedding gift from our friend Stephen Hough.
It is a lovely arrangement of Arirang, the traditional Korean folk song.
Andrew Litton

We care
The cardboard sleeve used for this disc is made of FSC/PEFC-certified
material with soy ink, eco-friendly glue and water-based varnish. It is
easy to recycle, and no plastic is used.

