About the Director

The Hill Performers is directed by Terri Nelli, a 1996 graduate of East Texas Baptist
University in Marshall, Texas, where she obtained her bachelor’s degree in Music Education,
All Levels. While at E.T.B.U., she studied voice and was a member of the University Singers,
Concert Choir, and Chapel Choir.

After graduating, she moved to Houston to begin her teaching career in Aldine ISD as
the sixth grade choir director at Wilson Intermediate School. After one year, Terri moved to
fifth grade music and in the fall of 2002, transferred to Hill Intermediate School, where she
continues teaching fifth grade music with an emphasis on performance. In 2009, The Hill
Performers earned the award for “Outstanding piece performed by an Orffestra” at the
Houston Children’s Music Festival.

Terri is a member of the Texas Music Educator's Association, the Organization of
American Kodaly Educators and Sigma Alpha lota International Music Fraternity for Women.
She is Kodaly and Level I Orff certified. Terri has served as a mentor teacher, co-authored
5th grade music curriculum for Aldine, and has both hosted and presented numerous
clinics and in-services for the Aldine School District. She is very active in her church where
she serves in a leadership position within the music and women’s ministries. Terri lives in
Tomball, Texas with her husband Mike.

About the Assistant Director

Chris Welday-Zimney, Johnson Orffestra Show Choir Assistant Director is originally
from the Denver, Colorado area. While not a formally trained musician, Chris was raised in
a very musical family. Chris later moved to the Midwest to attend the University of lowa. After
graduating with his degree in Elementary Education, Chris relocated to Houston, Texas.

Currently in his fourth year of teaching, Chris works at Johnson Elementary as a
Fourth Grade Math and Science teacher. Reconnecting with his roots in Classic Rock, Chris
assists in directing the Orffestra-Show Choir during Johnson’s After School Program.
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About the Director

Director, Andrew Willits, is originally from Mason City, lowa. After performing in
many honor choirs and twice in the All-State Band, Andrew attended Millikin University, in
Decatur, lllinois to pursue a degree in Instrumental Music Education. In his junior year, he
transferred to the University of lowa, in lowa City, lowa. There, Andrew studied Vocal
Performance under John Muriello.

Andrew received his degree in Vocal Performance, and moved to Houston, Texas to
teach General Music in the Aldine Independent School District. Currently in his fourth year
of teaching, Kindergarten through Fourth Grade Music, he also facilitates staff
developments for the Aldine ISD and serves as a mentor for new music teachers. Andrew
is the co-director of the Aldine Children’s Orff Ensemble, and sings for the Houston
Chamber Choir.
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1. Funwa Alafia rearson Education . . . . . . .. .. West African Folk Song/arr. Andrew Willits ~ 2:16
2. Follow the Drinking Gourd Manusaipt . . . . . American Folk Song/arr. Andrew Willits ~ 1:44
3. Orffin" Blues Memphis Musicraft Publications . . . . v v v v v v v e aesseeeeneannnns Laurie Zentz ~ 3:07
4. Love Lockdown Manuscript « ..o v v uiii i Kanye West/arr. Andrew Willits ~ 4:29
The Hill Performers
Terri Nelli, Director
5. Train Station Medley Heritageftorenz ... ..o ovvvvineiiieinnn. arr. Linda Forrest  3:08
6. Frog Went A-Courtin’ Manuscript . .. ...ooveeneiniiuneeenn.. arr. Kriske/DeLelles 1:27
7. All the Pretty Little Horses Heritageftorenz . . . .o oovvieennn.. arr. Linda Forrest  3:39
8. Shanendoah Heritage/torenz . . ..o v it arr. Linda Forrest ~ 2:11
9. Simple Gifts Heritage/torenz . ... ... oot arr. Donna Dirksing ~ 2:25
10. Charlotte TOWN Heritage/lorenz . . ..o oo v e e e e e eaaeas arr. Linda Forrest 1:47
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